for the broken covenant of works. It has been grossly abused,
not only by the heathen, who, while they retained it, had lost
the key to its meaning, but, unhappily, also by Christians: still
its very abuses shew that the doctrine is congenial to the human
mind. It is wonderful that Mohammed did not discover its
importance from the sacrifice of Abraham, whose religion he*
professed 'to restore; but, failing to perceive its efficacy as a
trial of the patriarch's faith, and indicating a nobler victim, he has
left an immeasurable distance between man and God, whom a
sinful being does not dare to approach, and whom, at the best,
he views, not as a father, but as a merciful sovereign. A
thoughtful believer in a Supreme Being, his Creator, whom lie
expects to be, after his resurrection, his Judge, must, unless
assured of his reconciliation, from a consciousness of his own
shortcomings, and even transgressions, feel uneasy respecting
his future destination. For he knows that he cannot satisfy
the claims of justice, and he can have no peace and joy in be-
lieving a system which holds out no reasonable assurance of
forgiveness. The intelligent and well-disposed Moslem, there-
fore, will thankfully embrace the Gospel, which, if clearly ex-
plained to him, he will allow completely justifies its appella-
tion, and he will say, as the early seeker after truth said to
the first inquirers into Islam, " What you seek, I have found.'*
In morality, also, the Koran resembles not the gospel, but the
pentateuck The former teaches the spirit of ethics, leaving
the believer to work it into his practice. The latter keeps the
mind in tutelage by commanding specific acts. Precepts of
ritual observance, as Hallam * observes, being always definite
and unequivocal, are less liable to be neglected, after their
obligation has been acknowledged, than those of moral virtue.
Thus, the long and rigid fast, the pilgrimage, regular prayers
and ablutions, the constant almsgiving and abstinence from
stimulating liquors, created a visible standard of practice,
and preserved a continual recollection of the Law.

I will conclude with a few observations on the tendency of
this religion. It has been charged from the beginning with
encouraging sensuality; and its success has been all but uni-

* Middle Ages, vr, p. 115.